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SUNDAY OPERA
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Figaro: Bryn Terfel (bass) / Susanna: Alison Hagley (soprano)
Count Almaviva: Rodney Gilfry (baritone) / Countess Almaviva: Hillevi Martinpelto (soprano)
Monteverdi Choir / English Baroque Soloists / John Eliot Gardiner (conductor)
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MOZART Eil%s
Le nozze di Figaro (EMERIIEIE) 150’

Premiered in Vienna in 1786 and widely considered one of the greatest comic
operas ever written, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro is celebrated
forits lively ensembles, beautiful arias, and sharp social observation. Setin
18th-century Spain, the story takes place within a single day. As Figaro and
Susanna prepare for their wedding, a series of misunderstandings unfolds.
While the opera is full of humour, it also criticises social class and power, adding
extra depth to the story.

For the first Sunday Opera programme of 2026, | have chosen a recording
featuring the famed bass-baritone Bryn Terfel as Figaro, baritone Rodney Gilfry
as the Count, soprano Hillevi Martinpelto as the Countess, and soprano Alison
Hagley as Susanna, with the Monteverdi Choir and the English Baroque Soloists
conducted by Sir John Eliot Gardiner.
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This introduction was written by Alex Tam.
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